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TWO 


SERMONS 


PREACHED AT 


CHESTER LE STREET, 


THE FIRST ON 


TUESDAY, the 19th of DECEMBER, 1797, 


THE DAY APPOINTED FOR 


A GENERAL THANESGIVING ; 


THE SECOND ON 


EES DA, the 8th of MARCH, 1798, 


THE DAY APPOINTED FOR 


A GEN ERAL FAST; 


AND benin 


AT THE PARTICULAR REQUEST 
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—_ 
— —— — 


DURHAM: 


PRINTED BY L. PENNINGTON; 
AND SOLD BY 
J. WHITFIELD, NEWCASTLE; J. GRAHAM, SUNDERLAND; 
AND 
CHRISTOPHER AND JENNET, STOCK TON, 


Price one Shilling and Six-pence } 


C 
CO O_o” I" 


Page 7. line 9. for cauſes read carſe. 
— 15. I. 15. for fouded read faunded. 
— 30. I. 2. for , read more. 


COPY OF 
A LE: MM 


RECEIVED BY 


Ma NESTIELD. 


CHzsTER LE STREET, March 29, 1798. 
Rey. SIR. 


J T having been induſtriouſly circu- 
lated not only in this neighbourhood, but likewiſe in 
Durham and Newcaſtle, that ſome paſſages in the ſer- 
mons you preached on the late Thanksgiving and Faſt 
Days were inflammatory and ſeditiouss We your pa- 
riſhioners whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed, do not 
only recommend, but alſo requęſt you to publiſh the ſame 
in juſtice to yourſelf and to refute ſo falſe and malicious 
a report. We remain with all poſſible reſpect and 


eſteem, 


Tour 
moſt obedient 
humble ſervants. 

John Hudſon, Williath Willſon, 
M. Featherſtonbaugb, George Fenwick, 
George Greenwell, Robert Oliver, 
Matthew Forſter, Luke Colling, 
Richard Bell, George Wardle, 


J. Wright, F. Pearſon. 


TO THE INHABITANTS 


PARISH OF CHESTER LE STREET, 


AND 


PARTICULARLY 10 THE SUBSCRIBERS OF THE FOREGOING 
REQUISITION. 


— R_—_TCo——zDY 


GENTLEMEN, 


IE uneqivocal marks of friendſhip and regard 
which you have evidenced towards me, ſince my pre- 
ſentation to the curacy of Cheſter-le Street (for which 
I am indebted to my late worthy and lamented friend 
Mr Lambton have impreſſed me with ſentiments of 
gratitude, which can only terminate with my exiſtence ; 
and theſe impreſſions are not a little trengthencd by the 
conviction, that your approbation is not to be attained 
but by ſincere endeavours to deſerve it. If any thing 
could have added to the obligations you have conferred, 
it is the peculiar manner in which you have come for- 
ward on the preſent occaſion, to reſcue my character 
from the ungenerous and illiberal reflections, which, 
as you obſerve, have been ſo induſtriouſly circulated, 
and which, if founded on truth, would juſtly be deemed 
a moſt heinous offence againſt the peace and tranquility 
of civil ſociety. 


Your general opinion that the reports again/t me, 
could only originate in falſehood, would have rendered 
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ſcious innocence kept me in perfect repoſe. I have com- 
plied with your reque/t, and the Sermons preached by 
me on the days you mention, are new ſubmitted to the 
inſpection of the public. With reſpect to their ftyle, 1 


| have only to ſay, they were not deſigned" for the 


preſs. With regard to their ſubſtance or tendency 
let thoſe determine, who are appointed 10 proſecute for. 
ſeditious publications; ana J. ſhall only add, that if dif- 
courſes, which are founded on chriſtian principles can 
involve the preacher in the guilt of propagating doc- 
trines ſubverſive of the Britiſh conſtitution, then am J un- 
que/tionably guilty; but, if in the ſpirit of evangelic truth, 
and in ſtrict conformity to the duty of my office, T have but 

warned you, my pariſhioners, againſt the evils which 
muſt inevitably follow from antichriſtian conduct, then 
I truſt, that every impartial voice will pronounce me, 
what venture to pronounce myſelf, completely in- 
nocent. I remain, with unſeigned reſpect, 


GENTLEMEN, 
Tour much obliged 
2 NO8] humble ſervant 


W. Nes/a old. 


me indifferent to any malevolent attack, had not my con- 
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THE SACRIFICE OF THE WICKED 15 AN ABOMINA- 
TION TO THE LORD, BUT THE PRAYER OF THE 
UPRIGHT 18 His DELIGHT. "IT Pp 


* 
* . . <4 _ 


HE words which I have now recited, are con- 
veyed in terms ſo plain and obvious, that no 
explanation of them could poſſibly ſet them in a 
clearer light. To a man who feels imptefſed with a 
ſenſe of reverential awe, at the Majeſty of that being 
who rules the world, and who feels in his mind a firm 
perſuaſion that his over-ruling Providence is uncea- 
ſingly everted in the direction and government of hu- 
man afflity: To ſuch a man there cannot ariſe the 
ſmalleſt doubt, that every action of his life, and even 
the motive to every action, mult lie open to the view ot 
his all- ſeeing eye. We cannot, tis true, make a per- 
fe& eſtimate of the * of the Almighty: The 


E 


limited ſcale of human reaſon cannot reach to ſuch 
a vaſl extent; but reaſoning, as we ought, from the 
viſible works of the Creation, as alſo from the commu- 
nications of divine Revelation, we muſt be perverſe. 
ly blind, if we do not trace the Creator at every turn; 
even in the things which appear to us the ſmalleſt 
and the leaſt ſignificant, as well as in the largeſt 
features of the moſt ſtupenduous productions of na- 
ture, the direQing hand of this almighty Being is as 
evidently diſtinguiſhed as the gleams of light from 
the ſhades of darkneſs. 


But admitting for a moment, that the works of the 
Creation did not ſufficiently proclaim the Creator as 
upholding with his might the things which he hath 
made; admitting tet the regulation and order we 
perceive eſtabliſhed in the univerſe, to be the mere 
effect of chance, and by no means attributable to the 
influence of an Omnipotent conductor: Is there any 
one thing in the whole compaſs of this ſublunary 
world, on which, from experience, we can place any 
abſolute dependence ? Is there any plan however ſim- 
ple, even in the commoneſt tranſactions of our lives, 
in the execution of which we can inſure apy certain- 
ty of ſucceſs ? In ſhort, is there any ſingle. poſſeſſion 
we now enjoy, in the future occupation of which we 
can promiſe to ourſelves a permanent ſecurity? or 
what is really the fact, are we not compelled to allow 
the inſtability and weakneſs of all human exiſtence, 
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and even to diſtruſt the foreſight of the moſt ſkilful 
projector? Man then, who boaſts of holding the moſt 
exalted ſtation in the ſcale of ſublunary Beings, who 
plumes himſelf on the ſuperiority of his endow- 
ments, is a weak, ſhortſighted, frail, dependent mor- 
tal; ſubje& every moment of his exiſtence to decay, 
and limited in his powers in every faculty both of 
mind and body: Well then does the nature of our 
condition direct us to look out for ſupport to ſome 
power beyond ourſelves, and by conſequence, to that 
great Supreme, who alone can poſſeſs the ability to 
to give it; and happy is it for that man, who feeling 
his own infirmity, can repoſe a confidence in him- 
ſelf, that he is not unworthy of being protected, 
nouriſhed, and ſupported by that God, who 1s ever 
ready, as he is able, to ſupply the wants of thoſe who 
place their dependence on his aid. 


Bearing then in our minds as an incontrovertible 
truth, as the firſt grand principle on which the chriſ- 
tian believer founds his hopes of living in a future 
ſtate of exiſtence through the merits of the bleſſed Re- 
deemer, bearing, I fay, in mind that this world and 
all things in it could not for a moment ſubſiſt, unleſs 
upheld by the power of an Omnipotent God ; we 
are naturally led to this concluſion, and confirmed 
in this perſuaſion, that every b eſſing which a man 
enjoys, and every calamity he ſuffers is directed or 


permitted by the hand of the Almighty. 
ph 
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It is then from a ſenſe of this our neceſſary depen 
dence on the power of the Almighty, that he becomes 
the object of our adoration; we addreſs him there- 
fore in prayer, we worſhip and glorify his name, and 
endeavour to conciliate his mercy by the merit and 
virtue of our lives and actions; we implore his aſſiſ- 
tance to beſtow the happineſs we do not merit, and 
deprecate his wrath to avert the evil we too juſtly 
deſerve. But what may be faid of individuals, is ap- 
plicable to nations, the one being only the aggregate 
of the other; and it follows as a natural deduction 
of common ſenſe, that the moral qualities of the one 
muſt fix a ſtamp on the character of the other. And 
as it is the value of a coin which gives it currency, ſo 


will public eſtimation bear exact proportion to pri- 


vate worth, both being inſeparably connected, muſt 
therefore riſe or fall together, 


It is a pleaſing taſk, no doubt, to refle& on the 
number of bleſſings which this nation has ſo long ex- 
perienced under the foſtering hand of indulgent Hea- 
ven; the long enjoyment we have poſſeſſed of civil 
and religious liberty, the enviable ſituation we have 
held amidſt other nations for opulence and power ; 
the equitable and impartial diſtribution of juſtice in 
our courts of judicature, and the mild execution of 
our laws, ſo admirably conſtructed for the ſecurity of 
our lives and properties, have marked us out as the 
happieſt and moſt favoured of people, And if we 
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compare the conſtitution of our government with 
any other which has ever been eſtabliſhed for the 
regulation of good order in fociety, it certainly may 
claim a preeminence over all. In addition to this 
too, the influence of chriſtian principles on the gene- 
ral condu& of the people (for there will always be 
particular exceptions) has diſtinguiſhed us as a nation 
of ſuperior virtue, and has given us a credit in com. 
mercial dealings for honeſty and honour, as is almoſt 
unexampled in the annals of hiſtoric record. But 
flattering as this picture muſt be to every man who 
rejoices in the proſperity of this country, ſomething 
of the reverſe to all this well-earned fame has, I fear, 
appeared amongſt us; we are no longer the people 
we were wont to be; our credit has diminiſhed ; our 
character for upright integrity admits of fufpicion 
and if we may form any judgement of the favour we 
| poſſeſs with the Almighty Ruler of nations, from the 
calamities we have ſuffered, and which threaten ſtill 
to affli& us, I fear we have reaſon to ſuſpect that our 
conduct has of late been ſuch as to forfeit thoſe bleſ- 
ſings of proſperity we have ſo long enjoyed. Let me 
here obſerve, however, that when I ſpeak of our con- 
duct, it is not meant to advert to the meaſures of this 
or any other adminiſtration, nor is it defigned to 
throw reproach on the political ſyſtems of our rulers, 
for any failures they may have experienced, but it is 
to the moral part of our conduct as a nation, that the 
whole of this diſcourſe is immediately directed. 
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| Unwelcome, no doubt it muſt be, to every feeling 
mind, to contemplate the evils and calamities which 
we have to deplore at this very day ; for ſcarcely is 
there a family in this kingdom which has not to la- 
ment the loſs of ſome relation, who has fallen an un- 
timely victim to the waſteful ravages of deſtructive 
war, whether indeed of juſt and neceſſary war is 
foreign to the preſent enquiry, but that it is a fact 
the tears and lamentations of thouſands too ſadly 


teſtify. 


It muſt alſo be allowed, that we of this nation 
have lived to ſee times the moſt ſtriking and awful; 
and to the truely pious chriſtian who ſurveys the 
cauſes that have produced them, the circumſtances 
which have accompanied, or the conſequences which 
will probably follow, it muſt preſent to his mind, ſuch 
a chain of events, as to leave but little doubt that the 
judgments of God are now abroad in the world; that 
the ſpirit of prophecy is now compleating, by the 
deſolation of contending powers; that the heavy viſi- 
tation of divine vengeance is now inflicting upon us, 
for the multitude of our tranſgreſſions, and that, un- 
leſs we employ the means which chriſtianity points 
at to avert them, the utter annihilation of theſe king- 
doms is not far diſtant. *Tis true our Saviour has 
inſtructed his Diſciples, not to be troubled when they 
hear of wars and rumours of wars, For nation ſays 
< he, ſhall riſe up againſt nation, and kingdom againſt 


2 
Kingdom, and there ſhall be famines, and peſtilen- 
<« ces, and earth-quakes in divers places: all theſe 
<* are the beginnings of ſorrow ;?? but may it not be 
ſaid, that we have lived to experience, what our Savi- 
our has taught us to expect, and that our ſorrows have 
aQually begun ? Feeling by our ſufferings the literal 
fullfillment of our expectations, can any delufion 
ſo far operate to miſguide us, as that we ſhould dif- 
regard the cauſes or the means of it's removal. Look 
then into the hiſtory of the riſe, progreſs and downfall 
of the ancient kingdoms of the world, mark but their 
variations or rather deviations from moral re&i- 
tude at thoſe different periods, and you will not heſi- 
tate to pronounce with a degree of conviction which 
amounts to certainty, that righteouſneſs exalteth a 


nation, and conſequently the want of righteouſneſs 
will occaſion it's depreſſion. - - 


To aſcertain the ſtate of this nation, therefore, by 
this general and unerring maxim, it is but to enquire 
into the ſtate of the morals of the people, and if, as 
theſe are found corrupt or good, the effect to be expect- 
ed is, that we fhall decline or flouriſh ; a ſincere and 
undiſguiſed account of our real condition muſt to 
the diſcerning man, who is anxious for the welfare of 
his country, unequivocally explain to him the cauſes 
from whence it is derived: Do not imagine that it is 
my purpoſe to exaggerate the miſeries which now af- 
flict us, or to excite in your minds any falſe alarms 
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of danger; facts ſpeak too plainly for themſelves, they 
need no varniſh to improve their colours. In appre- 
ciating the morality of the preſent times however, 
one would not willingly compare them to the cor- 
rupted condition of Sodom, in which ten righteous 
men were ſcarcely to be found, nor would one ven- 
ture to aſſert, they bore reſemblance to the extreme 
depravity of Jeruſalam, when no man could be found 
in the broad ſtreets thereof, who was poffeſſed of 
ſufficient virtue to execute judgement, or to ſeek the 
truth. No, I truſt we are not yet arrived at ſuch a 
pitch of ſinful degradation, but that many yet exiſt 
in our land who fincerely pay obedience to their 


maker, and in all things are truely worthy of the 


chriſtian name; but it may I fear be affirmed with 
too much truth, that the number of the righteous is 
few, conſiderably few, when compated with the mul- 
titude of the wicked. For can it be denied that the 
vices of men, from whatever ſource they may be de- 
rived ; that intemperance; profligacy, a contempt for 
the authority of God, the open avowal of infidelity 
and the utter diſregard to moral duties are more or 
leſs practiſed in every corner of this Ifland ; theſe and 
many other enormities too numerous to mention, are 
ſo frequent and fo little concealed, that no man of 
common obſervation can pretend to be ignorant of 
their exiſtance amongſt us, nay, if we would ſpeak 
the truth in ſincerity, we cannot but affirm that the 
moral charaQter of chriſtians in general, is conſi- 
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derably below the ſtandard of that purity which the 
Goſpel of Chriſt unequivocally demands. Are we 
then to expect favour from God for diſobedience to 
his will; ſhall we hope for bleſſings as the wages of 
ſin, or, as is more conſiſtant with our own ideas of 
the moral adminiſtration of God, ſhall we not expe& 
_ calamities in proportion as iniquity abounds ? 


Let me now aſk, what is the object for which we 
are this day aſſembled, are we. come here to ſpeak. 
the language of ſincerity and truth? If not we had 
better have ſtaid away; and for the very reaſon which 
the text declares, that the ſacrifice of the wicked is 
an abomination to the Lord. But we are convened 
by royal proclamation * to returg thanks to the Al- 
mighty, for the many ſignal and important victories, 
which his divine Providence hath vouchſafed to hig 
Majeſty's fleet in the courſe of the preſent war.““ 
In obedience to this authority of our King, we 
have certainly done right to aſſemble ourſelves, 
and [ truſt his mind is ſincerely impreſſed with 
the obligation he owes to the mercy of the King 
of Kings; but if in giving up our thanks, we be 
not actuated by the true ſpirit of chriſtian bene- 
volence, as well to our enemies as to ourſelyes ; if 
| inſtead of humility after our victories (for which we 
acknowledge ourſelves indebted to providencial aid 
or permiſſion) we ſhould entertain ambitious views 
of conqueſt; if pride and 8 in ſhort, if any bad 


Vide Title to the Form of Prayer. 
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unchriſtian- like paſſion ſhould excite us to protracc 
the preſent war, I have little hefitation in my mind 
to ſay, (arguing as I have all along done from the 
principles of moral and chriſtian. duty) that we 
mock the Majeſty of heaven by deceitful thanks- 
givitigs. And ſurely, if we contemplate with earneſt- 
neſs the actual ſituation of this country at this par- 
ticular period, it will juſtify the doubt, whether the 
preſent day be well appointed for the purpoſe of 
general thankſgiving. 


That we have at all times cauſe to be thankful to 
God for his peculiar bleſſings is indeed an abſtract 
truth which ought and muſt be impreſſed on every 
chriſtian mind; but then, as has been read to you 
in the firſt appointed pſalm for the day, it is the juſt 
alone, to whom it well becometh to be thankful, and 
conſequently it ill becomes the wicked to bring up 


his offering. Can any thing more ſtrongly prove, that 


it is the diſpoſition of the heart, which gives 'virtue 
to an act of thankſgiving, and therefore when the 
text aſſures us, that the prayer of the upright is the 
delight of the Lord, we can have no doubt but the 
ſacrifice of the wicked is, his abomination. But we 
acknowledge ourſelves to be wicked. To what then 
are we indebted for the many unmerited bleflings we 
yet enjoy; is it not to the forbearance and long-fuf- 
fering of God, and not to any intrinſic virtue of our 
own, that we are admitted to a participation of his 


En 

bounty? Let us not then deceive ourſelves; the very 
victories which are this day the ſubje& of our thanks 
and triumph, though no doubt they muſt operate to leſ- 
ſen for time the dangers from our enemies, though 
they have diſplayed our ſuperior ſkill in the ſcience of 
naval tacties, and have given unexampled proof of 
- Britiſh bravery, intrepidity and courage, and muſt no 
doubt be truly gratifying to every Briton's heart, yet, 
if ill improved, may ultimately become the means of 
our deſtruction. The more brilliant the victory the 
more replete may it be with danger ; like the ſun- 
beam breaking from the cloud which threatens to 
burſt into a ſtorm, it's brilliancy is the more vivid 
| becauſe ſucceeded by the blackening tempeſt. Add ta 
this, have we not ſtill reaſon to expect, that the un- 
happy conteſt in which we are engaged has yet in 
{tore ſome more-fatal calamities than we have yet-ex- 
perienced? We know nothing of the afflictions which 
are ever inſeparable from the ſeat of war- and yet what 
is our preſent ſituation ? After an unavailing conteſt 
for ſeveral years at a diſtance from our homes, we 
find the armies of the enemy are now collecting near 
us, and the multiplied horrors of deſtruQtive war are 
threatened to be brought to our very doors. Were we 
to conſider all this as a mere trial of human ſtrength, 
between this nation and the enemy, it would leave 
us but little to dread ; but if there be reaſon to ſiſpect 
only (and from what has been already faid, there is I 


fear too much reaſon) that the controverſy is with 
82 ; 
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the Lord, becauſe there is ſo little truth, becauſe 
there is ſo little mercy, and becauſe there is ſo little 
knowledge of God it the land; (Vide Hoſea Chap. 
4. i.) then have we cauſe indeed to awaken to a 
ſenſe of the danger which awaits us. Had there been 
an end of the calamities of war by the happy return 
of univerſal peace; the thanſgiving of this day, could 
not have failed to have excited ſentiments of grati- 
tude and joy in every chriſtian's heart. 


Let me not however be miſunderſtood, I know 
there is no period when our thanks are not due to 
the Almighty, for there is no time when we do not 
receive from his bounty infinitely more than we de- 
ſerve; but when we have had exhibited to us the diſ- 
treſſes of this and other countries, which are now bleed- 
nig with the wounds of millions; when complaints 
are now pervading every part of this kingdom at the 
proſpect of the burthens which the exigencies of the 
ſtate ſo preſſingly demand; dves it not betray ſome- 
thing of inſincerity to rejoice in the midſt of ſorrow ? 
Is the pompous parade of a glittering proceſſion ex- 
preſſive of that humitity which ought to be exhibited 
in ſackcloth and aſhes ? In good truth, my bretheren, 
one cannot help ſuſpecting that the hearts of the 
people of this nation, are but ill prepared to bring 
ſacrifices to the altar of that God who requires to 
be worſhipped in ſincerity and truth. We yield no 
doubt, with due deference to that authority which 
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has called us here; but no human authority car juf 
tify us, ſnould we approach the throne of grace with 
hypocritical deceit; in vain do we attempt to concili- 
ate the favour of God if we do not purify our hearts; 
und whatever worldly enemies we have to reſiſt, there 
is none ſo great we have to dread, as the indulgence 
of ourſelves in that ſin, which has unqueſtionably 
brought upon us our preſent calamities, and which, 
if we preſiſt in following inſtead of forſaking and 
amending our lives, will inevitably increaſe upon us, 
and finally terminate in our total deſtruction. 


But it may probably he urged by ſome who regard 
our ſituation in a leſs unfavourable light than has 
been repreſented, that the preſent times are not more 
ſtained with fin than at any other period, when we 
might be ſaid to enjoy the greateſt national proſ- 
perity : It were as difficult indeed as invidious, to eſ- 
timate the exact meaſure of our iniquity; but I would 
aſk, hive we not to lament the inordinate i indulgence 
of all ranks and degeees, i in every ſpecies of wicked. 
neſs, profligacy and profaneneſs? Is not the con- 
duct of thoſe whom we term the Great, fo extremely 
booſe as even to diſgrace the name of chriſtian ? 
Is not their general behaviour ſo little directed by 
the laws of Chriſt, ſo unconformable to the ways 
of righteouſneſs, that ſcarce any thing but irreli. 
gion and the mockery of virtue is found amon 
them?* Are not too, the ordinances of God deri- 


* Vide, Thoughts on the Manners of the great, by Mr Wilberforce 


C14 ] 
ded, his fabbaths profaned, his ſacraments diſpi- 
ſed, and his (temples forſaken? Add to this, has 
there not crept in amongſt the lower orders of our 
people .(occafioned no doubt in a great meaſure by 
the bad examples that are ſet them by the higher) 
ſuch a corruption of manners, ſuch an indecency of 
behaviour, ſuch an impatience of ſubmiſſion to the 


- laws,ſfuch an indifference to religious duties, and even 
a contempt of them, as is enough to make us dread 


that the full time of God's vengeance is faſt — 
ing, if not actually arrived. 


If we ſincerely hope, then, for the proſperity of 
our country, let us remember that we can only in- 
ſure it by returning to, and perſervering in thoſe vir- 
tues, and in the practiſe of thoſe duties by which our 
anceſtors obtained it by piety to God, and by love 
to our neighbours; guided by theſe as the principle 
of their actions we find them poſſeſſed of frugality, 
induſtry and an undaunted courage to defend their 
rights when invaded ; but if the cauſes be removed, 
the effects will neceſſarily ceaſe: And if in the place 


of virtue you ſubſtitute vice; if impiety, profuſion, 


indolence, and an unconcern for civil and religious 


liberty, ſnould unhappily ſucceed their oppoſite vir- 


tues, the natural conſequences will of courſe be ſeen, 


and where proſperity before was found, adverſity 


muſt afterwards obtain. 


1 

It is then by the practice of what is praiſe-worthy; 
proceeding from, and conſtantly influenced by faith 
in Chriſt, we can only expect to enjoy the favour of 
our God, whether as individuals or as a nation; and: 
it were ſurely unneceſſary to urge any further to a 
chriſtian congregation, that without his aid, who. en- 
largeth and ſhorteneth the nations, we muſt be ulti - 
mately configned to that ruin which he hath denoun- 
ced againſt the workers of iniquity, Let us then 
improve this ſolemn occafion to the pious purpoſes to 
which it ought to be directed; let us not in appear- 
ance only, but in the utmoſt ſincerity of foul, repent 
of our paſt tranſgreſſions, let us ceaſe to do evil, and 
learn to do good, let us exert ourſelves in ſpreading 
far and wide the ſpirit of true benevolence fouded'on 
truly chriſtian principles; let us join heart and hand 
to diſcourage vice in every form, and to promote the 
intereſts of pure and undefiled religion in our land 
for unleſs we do this, our national expreſſions of 
prayer, be they either of faſting or thankſgiving, in- 
ſtead of aſcending to God with hopes of acceptance, 
will ſink us only ſtill lower in national guilt, and ren- 
der us ſtill more the object of God's wrath, and in- 
creaſe the miſeries of war with tenfold calamity ; on 
the other hand by turning to God through Jeſus 
Chriſt, and bringing forth fruits meet of repentance, 
we may not only avert thoſe heavy judgments with 
Which we are unqueſtionably viſited and threatened, 
but on ſcriptural grounds of affurance, on grounds of 


.. 


reaſon and experience, may ſtill take encouragement 
to hope, that the bleſſings of peace may be ſoon re- 
ſtored, and that men being taught hy their ſufferings 
to reſpe& their duty, the good effects of returning 
virtue may be found amongſt us as the beſt preſerva- 
tive againſt thoſe evils which we find to be invaria- 
bly inflicted, whenever we become ſo abandoned as 
to forget what we owe to ourſelves and to our God, 


| Remember then, that whilſt we are aſſured that 
the effectual fervent prayer of the righteous availeth 


much, ſo the cold ineffectual petition of the unrigh- 


teous muſt have it's oppoſite tendency, and as the 
prayer of the upright is the delight, ſo the ſacrifice 
of the wicked is the abomination of the Lord. 


THE END, 
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PRO VERBS, xv. 8. 

THE SACRIFICE OF THE WICKED Is AN ABOMINA- 
TION TO THE LORD, BUT THE PRAYER or THE 
UPRIGHT 1s HIS DELIGHT. 5 
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Wn I laſt diſcourſed to you on theſe words, 
it was on the day appointed by“ royal proclama- 
tion for a general thankſgiving. The ſingle object 
I had in view was barely an expofition of our mo- 
ral and religious duties, and the manner the heart 
ſhould be prepared to perform them. Every argu- 
ment then uſed, was, if I miſtake not, immediately 
drawn from, or founded on the genuine principles 
of pure and unmixed chriſtianity; nor was any 
one ſentiment advanced or intended, but ſuch as 
was applicable to our moral condition: Every 

* Vide, title page to the Biſhop of Lincoln's Sermon, preached 
on that day at St. Paul's, before his Majeſty, &c. from whence ſe- 


veral Extracts are introduced in this diſcourſe, though ſomewhat 
differently applied, | 5 {BY A IS 
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thing of a political nature, as ſuch, having been 
ſtudiouſly avoided by me. 


The reaſon for this caution, the peculiarity of 
the preſent times has unhappily rendered neceſſa- 
ry, nor would a prudent man hazard his ſafety in 
the diſcuſſion of political ſubjects when it may in- 


volve him in the danger of a proſecution for offen- 


ces againſt laws, the limits of which are ſo unde- 
ſined as to depend upon conſtruction for their ſenſe. 
Beſides, have we not to lament that the ſpirit of fac- 
tion has riſen to ſuch violence, that a mere diſſen- 
tion of opinion from thoſe in power, is enough to 
iubje& a man to the imputation of being diſaffec- 
ted to the conſtitution of his country, and the ho- 
neſt avowal of oppoſition to the influence of politi- 
cal corruption, is deemed ſufficient to ſtamp him 
with the reproachful odium of being traiterous or 
ſeditious? In ſuch ſituations, prudence impoſes 
ſilence; reaſon muſt yield her empire to the 
ſway of prejudice, nor can any thing reſtore her 
dominion, but the preſſure of evil induced by 
folly. But if ſilence be prudent, it is a duty which 
is bound on none ſo ſtrongly as on the chriſtian 
preacher; for however honeſt may be his intentions 
in-endeavouring to appeaſe the diſſentions which 
faction has excited, yet it may not be impoſſible 
but he may foment the diſcord he would wiſh to al- 


lay; and thus the very pulpit, from which nothing 
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ſhould be heard but the healing voice of heaven- 
born charity, may unwittingly become the very 


ſource of outrageous malice, the very fountain of 
helliſh perſecution, 


On ſubjes, however, of a religious nature, be 
the ſpirit of the times whatever they may, the mi- 
niſter of the goſpel is no longer at liberty to act on 
the ſcore of prudence for his perſonal ſecurity ; he 
muſt diſregard all danger in reſiſting the abettors 
of moral corruption; nor is any conſideration 
whatever to deter him from the right execution of 
his office, which is, to diſcourage vice in all it's 
forms without partiality, and without hypocriſy: 
To oppoſe by every means in his power“ the ru- 
lers of the darkneſs of this world ; and to ſtrive 
againſt ſpiritual wickedneſs in high places, or in 
whatever places it may be found; and being in 
nothing terrified by the adverſaries of true religion, 
the religion of Chriſt, he is to enforce the doctrines 
of it's founder, whether by the earneſtneſs of gen- 
tle admonition, or by the boldneſs of ſevere re- 
proof—regardleſs of the odium or the perils he may 
incur from any of his hearers, who being conſci- 
ous of deſerving cenſure, are offended at the juſt- 
neſs of it's application to themſeves. 


Excuſe me, brethren, if in this place I ſhould 


ſpeak of myſelf: But circuſtances have occurred 
| b 2 
Epheſians, vi. 12. 
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ſince I preached to you on the day of the late 
thankſgeving, which urge me to requeſt your indul- 
gence for a ſingle moment. It has been rumoured 
that on that day the diſcourſe I gave you, was re- 
plete with ſedition againſt the ſtate. It would take 
up too much of your time to enter at large upon 
a defence of what I then delivered; and I can only 
refute it at the preſent by an abſolute denial of a 
charge of ſo malignant a nature ; and I truſt, that 
during the reſidence I have had amongſt you, the 
credit you give me for yeracity will induce you to 
believe that I am incapable of ſo baſe a conduct, 
even on the ſtrength of my own aſſertion. I will 
only add, that if any of my hearers on that day 
ſhould have felt themſelves offended with what I ad- 
vanced, and what I did adyance were only pointed 
at the immoralities of the age we live in; I can only 
ſay that he has my permiſſion to indulge his male- 
volence to the utmoſt reach; and that I bid defiance 
to every imputation which any man can bring 
againſt me, on the grounds of ſedition. | 


By the ſame authority which convened us here 
on the late thankſgiving day, we are again aſſem- 
bled to hold a general faſt. In obedience to that 
appointment we have done right by thus aſſem- 
bling ourſelves, and ſhould certainly have acted 
improperly had we done otherwiſe ; but being 
aſſembled and having complied with human au- 
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thority, the duties we are bound to perform in this 
place are not any longer confined to mere ſubjects 
of a temporal but alſo of a ſpiritual nature; we 
are now more immediately in the ſervice of our 
God, and the avowed object of every congregation 
this day convened in every pariſh of this kingdom, 
is intended or ought ta be mtended as a proof of 
our national humiliation before Almighty God, 
*as the only means of obtaining his pardon of our 
ſins, and averting thoſe heavy judgements which our 
manifold provocations have moſt juſtly deſerved.”* 


The queſtion then which inſtantly offers itſelf is, 
in what manner and with what mind are we to ex- 
preſs this appointed humiliation ? Can our pray- 
ers to an all-ſeeing God be accompanied with dif. 
ſimulation ? Can deceit be paſſed on him who can- 
not be deceived? Shall the language of our months 
be at variance with our hearts? Grateful no doubt 
muſt it be to the pious chriſtian to ſee a whole na- 
tion lying proſtrate at the throne of grace, ſeriouſly 
and devoutly imploring the protection of the Al- 
mighty, when it is done in fincerity and truth: But 
what muſt be his feelings, his fears and apprehen- 
fions, if inſtead of fincerity and truth, deceitfulneſs 
and falſehood ſhould pollute their offerings ? Will 
the oblation of the hypocrite be received as the me- 
morial of virtue; or is it the prayer of the upright 

® Vide, title page to the Form of Prayer for the day. 
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alone which ſhall be had in remembrance in the ſight 


of God? Surely, if our notions of the Deity be right, 
if on chriſtian principles we have reaſon to believe 
that © the various occurences of human life, the 
c actions of men, and the operations of matter are 
< alike ſubject to the govermnent of his all-wiſe and 
ce benevolent direction;““ if in the whole compals 
of nature, nothing is ſo inconſiderable as to eſcape 
ee his knowledge, nothing ſo great as to ſurpaſs his 
« his power, if too we have cauſe to think and 
believe that the motives of men's actions lie equal- 
ly open to his view as the actions themſelves, and 
that the purity or depravity of both will ſecure or 
forfeit his protection and favour, then muſt we 
as readily allow © that the riſe and fall of empires 
and the various changes in the different king- 
et doms of the earth which hiſtory records, exhibit 
ce continual proofs of his over ruling power:”+ 
From ſuch premiſes it inconteſtably follows, that 
every bleſſing which a nation enjoys, and every 
calamity it ſuffers is either ſent or permitted by the 
agency of his directing influence. © This doQrine 
ce ſtands revealed in ſcripture in the plaineſt and 
moſt unequivacal terms,” | and whether applied to 
nations or individuals, it's truth remains the ſame. 
He that walketh uprightly walketh ſurely becauſe 
protected by his God. and as righteouſneſs tend- 


* Biſhop of Lincoln's Sermon page 5. $ ditte p. 6, f ditto p. 8. 
1 ditto P · 6 [ Proverbs Xo wh 
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eth to life ſo he that purſueth evil, purſueth it to 
his own death,* and as alſo, by the bleſſing of the 
upright a city or nation-may be exalted, ſo will it 
as certainly be overthrown by the mouth (that is 
by the finful abominations) of the wicked, and 
the nation or kingdom that will not ſerve God 


ed. 


Theſe aſſertions of Scripture are but too plainly 
verified and confirmed by the well authenticated 
records of our beſt received hiſtorians; admit- 
ting, therefore, as incontrovertibly true, and as 
proved by tried experience, that righteouſneſs ex- 
alteth a nation, and that wickedneſs will work 
it's fall, it can be no unfair method to eſtimate the 
worth of a nation by the meaſure of it's proſperity 
or adverſity ; and as the one or the other ſhall ap- 
pear to prevail, ſo may we conclude that it excels 
in virtue or abounds in vice. But perhaps you will 
ſay, that experience ſometimes contradicts this rule 
and that even now, we have exhibited to us an in- 
ſtance of a nation being notorioufly wicked and 
depraved, ſo much ſo, as to be repreſented (whe- 
ther charitably fo or not is not now to the purpoſe, 
but is merely admitted for the ſake of argument) 
as men who have caſt off their faith in the living 
God, and yet by a train of eventful ſucceſſes 


® Proverbs xi. 19 and 11 + Ifaiah Ix, 12. 6 Vide Form of 
Prayer. | 


ſhall periſh, yea thoſe nations ſhall be utterly waſt- 
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te have ſpread deſolation wherever they have erect- 
« ed their ſtandard.” You will proceed to aſk, is 
not vice triumphant? And perhaps will confident- 
ly demand why it does not invariably follow, that 
as a nation gets funk into the corruptions of fin 
it ſhall zberefore decline in exact proportion? The 
anſwer is obvious: The Being we adore, the Being 
whole providence we acknowledge, is not the God 
of juſtice only, but happily for us, he is the God of 
mercy too; he is full of compaſſion and long: ſuf- 
fering, not willing that any ſhould periſh, but being 
timely admoniſhed of their evil ways, that inner: 
might repent and live. Under this Notion there- 
fore it may be well received as truth, * that the 
ic events of theſe times, wonderful and inexplicable. 
ce as they feem to ſuperficial obſervers, will be 
<« found upon enquiry to have been ordained in the 
<& counſels of the Sovereign arbiter of the univerſe; 
c and ultimately to tend to the accompliſhment of 
e the great plan of his providence,”* and certain is 
it, if we at all obſerve what is now actually paſſing 
in the world, and it is hardly poſſible to let it paſs 
unnoticed, that there never was a period when 
ce the hand of God was more apparent than in the 
« age in which we live, nor was his interpoſition 
«© ever more manifeſt than in the preſent ſituation 
* of this kingdom.“ f Need we proofs of this? 
The very firſt prayer of the appointed form of 
to day, if it be earne/t as it avows to be, moſt 


Bishop of Lincoln's Sermon, p- 8. f ditto, 
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fully acknowledges, that this and other chriſtian 
nations are now actually expoſed at this time to 
the cruelty, or groaning under the oppreſſion of 
apoſtates from the truth and deſpiſers of the holy 
name of God.” What! has God, the God of be- 
nevolence, ceaſed to give protection to Chriſtian 
nations, and to permit hem to ſuffer calamities at 
the hands of thoſe who deſpiſe his name? How 
ſhall we ſolve this difficulty, if this and other na- 
tions be truly chriſtian? Hath God forgotten to 
be gracious, hath he in anger ſnut up his tender 
mercies againſt the righteous? Or what I fear to 
this and other nations which call themſelves chriſtian 
forgot their duty to their God and Saviour? * Have 
& they like the Iſraelites of old, turned their backs 
e upon their deliverer,“ and diſdaining all depen- 
dance on his power, © have ſought their peace and 
ſecurity in their own inventions?“ If they have, 
no wonder that the time of viſitation ſhould be arri- 
ved, no wonder that his judgments ſhould be now 
inflicting upon chriſtian nations. 


Upon this view of the ſubje&, things are now 
but as we ought to expect them to be: They vin- 
dicate the ways of God to man; and the very peo- 
ple whom we complain of as apoſtates may be tru. 
ly conſidered, © as the appointed Inſtruments of 


* Vide, Form of Prayer, 
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ce puniſhment to the corrupted part of the chriſtian 
world.“ “ It is painful, no doubt, to reflect upon 
theſe things; and the man who feels as he ought 
to do for the proſperity of his country, or who be- 
wails her mifery, in whatever ſhape it may appear, 
cannot but be ſenſibly affected whenever he has 
reaſon to believe that the arm of God is raiſed 
againſt it. In comparing this country with almoſt 
any other ok the known world, w2 may, perhaps, 
with triumph demand, © where will be found ſuch 
* ſtri& adherence to public faith, ſuch impartial 
© adminiſtration of juſtice, ſuch fidelity in the con- 
* cerns of private life, ſuch liberal attention to the 
„poor, ſth kindneſs to the ſtranger, ſuch gene- 
e roſity to the priſoner? f But the queſtion is, are 
all theſe the effects of real religion and virtue now 
ſubſiſting amongſt us, of only the remains of what 
once ſubſiſted, and may be regarded as pro- 
ceeding more from habit than principle? This al- 
low me to obſerve, is not an impoſhble caſe, but 
has been frequently repreſented by our ableſt wri- 
ters on moral ſubjeQs, to be really ſo. If then on a 
true eſtimation of our actual condition, the lan- 
guage of ſincerity will not allow of praiſe; if there 
de but little to applaud, and much to condemn in 
the moral conduct of this nation, it is the duty of 
the chriſtian preacher to warn the people of their 
danger; like the prophet Iſaiah he is compelled by 


* Biſhop of I.sncoln's Sermon, p. 11. Ditto, p. 15. 
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the nature of his office to ** cry aloud, and not to 
ſpare, to lift up his voice and to ſhew the people 
their tranſgreſſions.” And this duty of exhortation 
and reproof, however unpleaſant to thoſe who give 
or receive it, increaſes in obligation as the domi- 
nion of vice prevails: And believe me my friends 
and brethren there is no danger ſo great as a falſe 
fecurity, nor can any flattery be ſo pernicious as 
that which pays a compliment to ſin. 


Let us then look to our preſent fituation : We 
are now once more aſſembled together to humble 
ourſelves before Almighty God; and after a ſeries 
of events more or leſs ſucceſsful in the unhappy 
conteſt, in which we have been for years engaged, 
the termination of the horrors of war ſeem further 
removed from us than ever; nay we are even pre- 
paring to repel the invaſion of our enemy ; the 
whole force of their fury is bent againſt us alone ; 
and if their threats were to be dreaded, we have 
every thing to fear from their malevolence, which 
as Chriſtians or as Britons we moſt eſteem and va- 
lue. Think not that I mean to intimidate with 
falſe alarms: Our courage, I truſt, is not yet ex- 
hauſted; nor need we to feel much dread from the 
vapouring gaſconade and menaces of our enemies 
The threatnings of a Frenchman could make but 
little impreſſion on an Engliſh heart, if that were 


* Ifaizh, lviii. 1. 
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all we had to fear—Human attacks may be eaſily 

| repelled by human means; and there is little doubr 
but our invaders, from the very circumſtances of 
our inſular ſituation, and other modes of power- 
ful defence, would have to repent the temerity of 
their raſh attempts—But the miſchief moſt to be 
dreaded lies not here—lt is not from our enemies 
but from ourſelves that our danger is derived; 1 
elſe where it mockery to uſe the words which the 
appointed form of this day's prayer has taught us 
to adopt, —“ Save us O God, ſave us not only 
from our worldly, but alſo from our ſpiritual ene- 
mies, and moſt eſpecially ſave us from ourſelves.” 
The fact is, the inhabitants of this nation are deep- 
ly ſunk in fin, they have long been following the 
vain imaginations of reprobate minds, and have 
plunged themſelves into crimes and impieties of 
ſo deep a caſt as to be at once the diſgrace and ig- 
nomy of the chriſtian world The meaſure in ſhort i 
of their iniquity is nearly completed, and zhere- 
fore, the calamities of War, as the means of divine 
vengeance are now increaſing upon them, and may, 
notwithſtanding any temporary ſuccefles, finally 
terminate in their total overthrow; and all this not 
to be attributed to the mere exertions of human 
hoſtilities, but to the more dreadful viſitations of 
an offended God. | 
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When the Judgments of the Lord are in the 
earth, we are told that the inhabitants of the world 
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will learn righteouſneſs.“ Let me aſk then, have 
the judgments we now acknowledge to bear ſo 
heavy on us, taught us this moſt ſalutary leſſon? 
In fproportion as our calamities have multiplied, 
has the zeal of our piety increaſed? Some few 
months ago only, in this very place, and on the 
very ſame occaſion, did we not with every appear- 
ance of contrition confeſs our fins, and acknow- 
ledge that we had moſt deſervedly brought down 
upon us the heavieſt marks of God's diſpleaſure? 
Did we not intreat his pardon with ſerious indica- 
tions of repentant ſorrow? Did we not then as 
now beſeech him to withdraw his judgments, to. 
grant us grace to put away all ungodlineſs and 
ſinful luſts, that ſo by holding faſt the profeſſion 
of our faith, in purity of heart and mind,” we 
might become the diſtinguiſhed objects of his mer- 
cy, as before we had been the undoubted victims 
of his vengeance? And what was the condition 
upon which we ventured to ſolicit the returns of 
his favour? But that we wonld forſake our fins, 
and amend our lives—Have we then kept the con- 
dition of the very obligations of our own propo- 
ſing ? Have we become more religious ; or have we 
not rather become more wicked, more ſinful, more 
profligate and more abandoned? Have our great 
people ſet better examples, and have the lower or- 
ders improved in induſtry and decorum; or what is | 


® Tſaiah, xxvi, 9. + Vide Form of Prayer, 
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really the caſe are neither the one or the other more 
reſtrained by, but rather leſs inattentive to the ſeve- 
ral duties of their ſtations? Has one ſingle article 
of Luxury been retrenched, one favourite vice re- 
nounced, one place of idle diſſipation leſs reſorted 
to (it were impoſſible to enumerate all our vices) 
or have not our courts of law unhappily of late ex- 
hibited more extraordinary proofs of depravity, 
by the enormity of the crimes which have been 
brought befor them for trial, than were ever known 
before, ſince this country was a nation? If it be ſo, 
and that it is ] only appeal to the records of our 
public proceedings—how can we entertain a hope 
that God will continue his favours upon us? It 
were an abſolute perverſion of all our ideas of 
common juſtice to expect that he will ſhower down 


his bleſſings on the diſobedient to his will, 


«If we come here to ſay a form of prayer for 
mere form's ſake*—If our devotion is put on for 


the occaſion, and put off the moment we leave this 
place—lf we are ſerious for a few hours, once or 
twice in a year, and as diſſipated as ever all the reſt 
of our lives, ſuch annual ſhews of piety, ſuch peri- 
odical fits of devotion, inſtead of being an humi. 
liation before God, are a mockery and inſult upon 
him, and our very prayers will be among the ſing 
for which we ought to beg forgiveneſs. The pray- 


® Vide, Faſt Sermon by Porteus, Biſhop of London. 


E 
ers to which the Almighty will liſten are thoſe on- 
ly that ſpring from a broken and a contrite heart; 
the ſorrow that he accepts, is that only which 
worketh repentance—the abſtinence which he re- 
quires is abſtinence from ſin;“ and unleſs we re- 
nounce each of us our own peculiar ſin, our pro- 
feſſions here do nothing; nay they do worſe that 
nothing; we add hypocriſy to all our other fins; 
and what is hypocriſy but the ſacrifice of the wick- - 
ed, and that the text aſſerts, is an abomination to 
the Lord. 1 
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It has been well obſerved by an able defender 
of chriſtianity,* that we have no right, as a nation, 
to bring forward the charge of infidelity againſt 
any other nation, untill our own be reformed. 
Admitting this to be ſtrialy conformable to mo- 
ral rectitude or right, (and there can be no doubt 
of it's being ſo on every principle of our Saviour's 
doctrines, were we only to infer it from his fre- 
quent reproofs of phariſaical hypocriſy) may nor 
we of this nation be fairly accuſed of doing con- 
trary to right, when we charge our enemies with 
being apoſtates from God, and are ourſelves, in 
conduct at leaſt, of the very like deſcription? Thou 
art inexcuſable, O man, ſays the Apoſtle, whoever 
thou art that judgeſt, for wherein thou judgeſt ano- 
ther, thou condemneſt thyſelf, for thou that judg- 


* Mr Granville Sharp. 
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eſt doſt the ſame things, and thinkeſt thou this, O 
man, that judgeſt them which do ſuch things, and 
doſt the ſame, that thou ſhalt eſcape the judgment 
of God ?* 


| The compoſer of the form of prayer for this day, 
whoeter he was, had ſurely overlooked this neceſ- 
fary duty of exculpation of ourſelves, before he 
ventured to put into our mouths the language of 
crimination againſt others. f It is no doubt in the 
true ſpirit of chriſtian charity, that we ſhould offer 
our humble interceſſion to God for the repentance 
and converſion of others, if we ourſelves have re- 
pented and are converted : But if we who are di- 
refed to intercede for others ſhould be guilty of 
the ſame, or ſimilar offences, which we impute to 
them, our interceſſion can be nothing elſe but rank 
difiimulation. When, then, we pray for thoſe who 
may have caſt off their faith in the living God, and 
who have been committing crimes and impieties, 
which aſtoniſh the chriſtian world ; the matter of 
aſtoniſhment is, how we who acknowledge our- 
ſelves to have turned our backs upon God, can 
venture to petition for any but ourſelves. To mag- 
nify the crimes of others for the purpoſe of di- 
miniſhing our own, can originate in nothing but 
the ſpirit of perſecution : But interceſſion in ſuch 
a caſe, is the very eſſence of hypocriſy under the 


* Romans, ii. 1. and 3, + Vide Form of Prayer. 


1 
maſk of charity —it is the moſt perfidious ſacri- 
fice of the wicked, the moſt aggravated abomination 
in the fight of the Lord. When then we petition. 
God that he «would open the eyes of our ene- 
mies, that they may ſee, and conſider with deteſ- 
tation and horror the ravages of their cruel- 
ty ;”* let us firſt ſee and conſider, whether we 
have no cruelties for which we ought to deteſt 
ourſelves—when we implore the Almighty to 
ſtrike them in his mercy with remorſe and com- 
punction, before they fill up the meaſure of their 


iniquities,“ let us be well aſſured that the meaſure 
of our own is at leaſt abated, 


To conclude—whatever may be the kind or de- 
gree of wickedneſs of the enemies we are now con- 
tending with, whether they be apoſtates ,of the 
truth or deſpiſers of thè name of God, let us beware 
that we do not merit the appellation ourſelves Re- 
member that the believers in God, who neglect 
their duty, are even more culpable than the ſtupid 
atheiſt ; and that to ſin againſt conyiction is the 
worlt ſpecies of irreligion that a mart can well be 
guilty of. For if we ſin wilfully after that we have 
received the knowledge of the truth; if he that diſ- 
piſed Moſesꝰ law died without mercy, of how much 
ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought 
worthy who hath troden under foot the Son * 


Vida, Form of Prayer. 
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God?“ Senſible therefore of our own tranſgref- 
ſions, follies and impieties, let us inſtantly ſet 
about the neceſſary duty of renouncing them all; 
then may we, and nat till then, be ſure of recover- 
ing that favour of the Almighty which we acknow- 
ledge to have loſt—then may we, aided by his 
power, bid defiance to every hoſtile attack which 
the moſt numerous armies of the moſt powerful 
enemy can be able to make upon us; for if God 
be with us, who can be againſt us, and if He be 
againſt us what earthly power, however ſtrong, can 
ſave us from deſtruction? When He giveth quiet- 
neſs who then can make trouble? And when He 
hideth his face who then can behold him? f Whe- 
ther it be done againſt a nation, or againſt a man 
only. 


May this nation then, now folemnly aſſembled, 
© unite as the heart of one man, in repentance for 
e paſt tranſgreſſions, and earneſtly join in ſincere 
e ſupplication for future aid and proteQtion;?t*” may 
we here in the houſe of God deliberately reſolve 
to be ſtedfaſt in our duty, both to Him and to our 
neighbours; may we hold faſt the profeſſion of 
our faith in Chriſt without wavering, and if it 
ſhould ſtill pleaſe the Almighty to infli& us with 
freſh calamities, till we be truly ſenſible of our 


* Hebrews x. 26, 28 and 29, + Job xxxiv. 29. + Biſhop of 
Lincoln's Sermon, p. 18, 
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dependence on his wer and the ne eſſity of be- 
ing fincerely obgglſe nt to his laws, may © we bear 
with patience Find foxgitudgiſpur p priion of the 
ce general diſtyeſs proguced by the , tral iniquity 
« of the times ; and may the Father of mercies 
ſo influence the arts of our enemies and ourſelves 
to good-will, mode — that both we 
and they may have grace to return to a due ſenſe 
of piety, and a belief and practice in uncorrupted 
chriſtianity; and may our minds be impreſſed with 
a ſerious ſenſe of the neceſſity of ſo repenting of 
our ſins, and ſo reforming our lives, as may enable 
us to hope for his protection againſt all enemies 
foreign and domeſtic. 


\ * Biſhopof Lincoln' s Sermon, p. 19. 7 Vide, concluſion to 
to the Biſhop of Landaff's addreſs to to the People of Great Bri- 


tain. 
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